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DAD’S GARAGE THEATRE COMPANY

Mission
Elevate the awareness of the arts through ensemble-driven comedy improvisation and original 
theatrical works.

History
Founded in 1995, Dad's Garage Theatre has grown from a small volunteer led organization to a 
thriving mid-size theatre led by professional artistic and administrative staff. The Family at Dad's 
has continued to grow along with us including over 400 volunteers and performers. We now 
entertain more than 30,000 people a year at our two-theatre facility in Inman Park and at public 
events across the state and at improv festivals across the continent. Led by Artistic Director Kate 
Warner, Dad's gives a new definition to the phrase "original work" with regional premiere 
productions such as A Very Merry Unauthorized Children’s Scientology Pageant (by Kyle Jarrow), 
and COLORADO (by Peter Sinn Nachtrieb), as well as innovative world premieres created by the 
Dad’s Garage family like Invasion Our Town: The Unknown, Uncensored, Unscripted Tales of 
Grover's Corners (an improv show inspired by the classic) and The Song of the Dead: A Zombie 
Musical (opening June ’08).

In addition to our outrageous original productions, Dad’s Garage produces 52 weeks a year with 
improv shows every Thursday, Friday, and Saturday except Thanksgiving and Christmas Day. We 
perform traditional and original formats including the improvised soap opera Scandal!, 
TheatreSports® (we’re the only officially sanctioned team in the Southeast), our very own improv 
psychology seminar led by Dr. Bob Frapples, and our brand new Japanese-style game show 
Samurai Davis Jr. and Dim Sum’s Super Mega Happy Fun Time Improv Show!

Our work has been recognized and supported by the Atlanta Foundation, Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation, Doris Duke Charitable Trust, The Arthur M. Blank Family Foundation, National 
Endowment for the Arts, Theatre Communications Group, The Imlay Foundation, Metropolitan 
Atlanta Arts Fund and The Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta. By creating a supportive 
environment for an artistic, technical, and administrative ensemble, we are able to elevate the 
awareness of the Atlanta community to original theatrical works and the creative outlets found 
through improvisation. This leads to the production of more than 300 performances a year for our
audiences, and the training of new improvisers in our High School Outreach Program with 
performances each semester, as well as onsite classes and workshops for the general public. Now 
a fixture in the Atlanta arts scene, Dad's Garage has won Best Theatre and Best Improv Troupe 
in Creative Loafing five years in a row, as well as similar awards in almost every major 
publication in the city.

The theatre includes a 120-seat Mainstage space and a 50-seat black box space (the Top Shelf). 
The Top Shelf allows us to experiment with new types of shows and production styles that 
ultimately influence our work on the Mainstage. Recent Top Shelf productions include original 
premieres by members of the Dad’s Family like Skin by Steve Yockey, The History of Rock & Roll
by Chris Blair, Drove by Scott and Sloane Warren, and the runaway hit Lawrenceburg by Travis 
Sharp.

Creative Loafing’s Best of Atlanta 2007
Dad’s Garage was named Readers’ Pick: Best Theater Company and Best Improv Group.
Artistic Director Kate Warner was named Readers’ Pick: Best Stage Director.
Steve Yockey, playwright of this season’s Skin, was named Readers’ Pick: Best Playwright.
Improv Director Tim Stoltenberg was named Readers’ Pick: Best Local Male Actor.  
Alison Hastings, a cast member of Skin, was named Readers’ Pick: Best Local Female Actor.



2006-2007 MAINSTAGE SEASON
Outrageous Comedy & Original Works

Reefer Madness! The ÒHitÓ Musical
By: Dan Studney & Kevin Murphy (Head writer of Desperate Housewives) 
Directed by: Kate Warner
September 22 – November 4, 2006
Performances: 21
Patrons served: 1,503
Dad’s Garage presented the Regional Premiere of this cult film classic 
turned Off-Broadway hit that follows a group of plucky teens into a 
downward spiral of moral corruption.  

Joey Ellington and Jessica Dean in Reefer Madness!
Photo credit: Linnea Frye

A Very Merry Unauthorized ChildrenÕs Scientology Pageant
By: Kyle Jarrow (Obie Award Winner)
Directed by: Mary Claire Dunn
December 1 – December 23, 2006
Performances: 16
Patrons served: 1,742
This Obie award winning, pageant-style look at 
Scientology is truly outrageous and educational. This 
Regional Premiere journey of L. Ron Hubbard’s 
transformation from mildly crazy science fiction writer 
to extremely crazy celebrity cult leader will be 
reappearing in the 2007-2008 season. This production 
is in no way affiliated with or endorsed by The Church 
of Scientology. The cast of A Very Merry Unauthorized Children’s 

Scientology Pageant; Photo credit: Linnea Frye

Picked as one of Curt Holman’s Top 10 Plays of 2006

8 ! X 11: "Sex, Drugs, and Rock & Roll"
Curator: Kate Warner
January 19 – February 17, 2007
Performances: 16
Patrons served: 754
Atlanta’s favorite irreverent short play festival featured works
inspired by the 3 classic sins: Sex, Drugs, and Rock & Roll. This 
year’s line-up included new work by Kyle Jarrow, Lisa Kron (Tony 
nominee), Alice Tuan, Steve Yockey, Ross Maxwell, and more. 

John Benzinger and Tim Stoltenberg in 8 ½ x 11
Photo credit: Linnea Frye



2006-2007 MAINSTAGE SEASON

Invasion: Our Town
The Unknown, Uncensored, Unscripted Tales of Grover's Corners
Created by: Travis Sharp
Directed by: Scott Warren
March 2 – March 24, 2007
Performances: 13
Patrons served: 714
Travis Sharp, creator of the smash hit Lawrenceburg, 
returned to the Dad’s Garage stage and destroyed
another small town, but this time it was Our Town. 
This parody of and homage to the Great American 
play quickly derails from the original when one of a 
number of unexpected invaders shows up to shake 
things up. This improvised World Premiere filled in 
the blanks and gave a whole new perspective on the 
Gibbses and Webbs.        Matt Myers, Leslie Sharp, Tim Stoltenberg, and 

Scott Warren in Invasion: Our Town—The Unknown, 
Uncensored, Unscripted Tales of Grover’s Corners
Photo credit: Linnea Frye

The Jammer
By: Rolin Jones (Head writer of Weeds and Obie 
Award Winner)
Directed by: Kate Warner
June 8 – July 14, 2007
Performances: 19
Patrons served: 763
The Roller Derby glided onto the Dad’s Garage 
stage in this violently uproarious Regional 
Premiere by Obie award winner Rolin Jones. This
roller coaster ride of love, religion, and roller 
derby closed out the Mainstage season.  

Tim Stoltenberg, Randy Havens, Tiffany Morgan, Sloane
Warren, Theroun Patterson, and Luis Hernandez in 
The Jammer; Photo credit: Linnea Frye



2006-2007 TOP SHELF SEASON
Brand new works for the Dad’s Garage family!

Skin
By: Steve Yockey
Directed by: Kate Warner
February 2 – February 24, 2007
Performances: 15
Patrons served: 741
In the bedroom, there’s no hiding who you are or what you really 
want. Two couples figured this hard truth out during a voyeuristic 
crush of fidelity and identity. Sex spilled out on stage as a mix of 
confusion, comedy, pleasure, and weapon in this World Premiere 
take-no-prisoners riff on desire. 

Picked as one of Bert Osborne’s Top 10 Plays of 2006
Alison Hastings and Theroun Patterson
in Skin; Photo credit: Linnea Frye

The History of Rock nÕ Roll
Created by: Chris Blair
Directed by: Mike Katinsky
May 4 – May 26, 2007
Performances: 11
Patrons served: 484
This World Premiere was all about rock and roll and 
how it has shaped the lives of four very different 
people. Audiences learned how to make the ultimate 
mix tape, heard about how a Poison concert saved a 
boy’s life, and found out what actually makes Van 
Halen Jump… all the while being serenaded by the live 
band of storytellers themselves.

Mike Schatz, Z Gillispie, Jen Lowe, and Chris Blair
in The History of Rock n’ Roll
Photo credit: Linnea Frye

Drove
Conceived by: Scott & Sloane Warren
Directed by: Scott & Sloane Warren
July 27 – August 18, 2007
Performances: 11
Patrons served: 503
The Average American spends 2 years of their life 
living in a community of strangers. Have you ever 
wondered what’s happening right next to you inside 
that giant SUV with the blacked out windows? We 
have. Dad’s Garage presented the World Premiere of 
this hilariously scathing glimpse into the lives we live 
in our cars. 

Matt Myers, Amber Nash, Matt Horgan, and Megan
Leahy in Drove; Photo credit: Linnea Frye



2006-2007 IMPROV SEASON

World Domination TheatreSports Tournament
August 31 – September 2, 2006 
Performances: 7
Patrons served: 517
Teams from around the world competed in knockdown, 
drag out improv battles to see who could destroy all 
improvisers and emerge as the champion. 

Members of Rapid Fire Theatre, !nstant Theatre, 
and Dad’s Garage at the 2006 TheatreSports
Tournament; Photo credit: Bill Leahy

TheatreSports
Every Saturday at 10:30 pm
Performances: 52
Patrons served: 4,600
Two teams enter, one team leaves. The gold standard in Atlanta Improv Comedy.

A Very Special Episode & Monster Movie
Fridays September 8 – November 10, 2006 at 10:30 pm
Performances: 10
Patrons served: 454
This after school special and creepy cultish creation kept audiences glued to their seat.

Murder, She Improvised
Fridays November 17, 2006 – February 2, 2007 at 10:30 pm
Performances: 14
Patrons served: 1,243
Only Sir John Holmes got to the bottom of these devious (and hilarious) murder mysteries using 
his keen mind and the help of the audience. 

Ch-Ch-Ch-Ch-Changes & Rockola
Fridays February 9 – March 30, 2007 at 10:30 pm
Performances: 12
Patrons served: 659
Audience members suggested songs before the show that 
then inspired the improvisers to different scenes.  

B.R.A.W.L.
Fridays May 18-July 13, 2007 at 10:30 pm
Performances: 15
Patrons served: 1,309
Just like real wrestling… only fake! 

Improv Revolution
Thursdays at 10:30 pm
Performances: 49        Cast of B.R.A.W.L.; Photo credit: Linnea Frye
Patrons served: 3,313
New formats, fresh faces and big ideas mark our ever-changing Thursday night testing ground for 
new improv formats and new improvisers. 



2006-2007 EXTRAS

Haunted Haus
Performances: 1
Patrons served: 123
Dad’s very own Halloween celebration.

New YearÕs Eve Show
Performances: 1
Patrons served: 168

Vodka, Fxxxing, and Television
By: Maksim Kurochkin
Performances: 1
Patrons served: 85
No matter which one of the three is your main squeeze, this one-night-only Valentine’s Day 
special had something for everyone to love! What would happen if you had to give up one of your 
favorite vices? One man was put to the test to see if his true love conquer really could conquer 
all.  

Late Night Creepy Horror Theatre
Saturdays at midnight – quarterly
Performances: 4
Patrons served: 294
Our late night variety show straight from the mind of Lucky Yates featuring puppets, people, and 
some things we can’t quite identify.

Puppet Slams
Saturdays at midnight 
Performances: 3
Patrons served: 150
Dad’s continued the slam tradition this season with more opportunities to see the best of 
Atlanta’s puppeteers cut loose and experiment with some over-the-edge new work.

Political Party
Performances: 9
Patrons served: 1,053
Hosted by Dad’s Garage and Creative Loafing, Political Party offered a unique education forum for 
discussion of current events, featuring local politicians and other distinguished guests.

Audience at an improv performance; Photo credit: Bill Leahy



2006-2007 OUTREACH PROGRAMS

Uncle GrampaÕs Hoo-dilly Storytime
Saturdays January 27 – April 28, 2007 at 11:30 am
Performances: 14
Patrons served: 1,342
Our improvised children’s show returned to our Mainstage, 
providing a family friendly alternative to Saturday morning 
cartoons.  

Kids talk to Matt Horgan and Lucky Yates after an Uncle Grampa’s 
Hoo-dilly Storytime performance; Photo credit: Bill Leahy

Improv Classes 
Dad’s Garage has recently expanded the class structure to include 4 levels of study to be offered 
during 4 sessions per year.  These 8-week sessions provide students with instruction regarding 
the fundamentals of improvisation, narrative storytelling, character development and advanced 
performance skills.  While enrolled, students receive 2 hours of instruction per week and are 
allowed free admission to select shows.  Upon completion of the program, students perform in a 
special show open to their friends, family and the public.  During the 2006-2007 season 237 
students were enrolled and 23 classes were provided. 

Kids Camp
In 2007, Dad’s Garage had a summer kids camp for 
children ages seven to twelve.  This week-long camp 
culminated in a performance for family and the 
community.  Twelve children participated in this event.  
The 2007-2008 season will feature two sessions of 
Improv Kids Camp.     

Kids Camp performance; Photo credit: Linnea Frye

High School Improv Invitational
Dad’s Garage Theatre Company has kept in touch with schools that were previously involved in 
the High School Outreach Program and has fostered new relationships through the High School 
Improv Invitational.  The High School Invitational involved two workshops open to students of
participating schools.  All students involved were invited to participate in a TheatreSports show, 
which was open to the public.  Through these connections, Dad’s Garage has been in contact with 
geographically, socially, and economically diverse schools to discuss the 2007-2008 High School 
Outreach Program.  

Students at the Improv Invitational performance with Education Director, 
Amber Nash; Photo credit: Bill Leahy



2006-2007 ACCOMPLISHMENTS

While the average patron age is 47-55, Dad’s Garage average patron is much younger at 18-35.  
The Theatre Communications Group New Generations Program Future Audiences grant from 
2005-2007 allowed us to focus on deepening this relationship by harnessing technology to our 
advantage.  With our revamped e-newsletter, we are able to track the open-rate and click-
throughs of each individual receiving the newsletter.  With this knowledge we are able to track 
what marketing appeals to our audiences and adjust our efforts to reflect this. 

Thanks to the David, Helen, and Marian Woodward Fund, Dad’s Garage implemented a new 
Customer Relations Management System Database during the 2006-2007 season.  Since the 
integration of SeatAdvisor Box Office, we can easily track cross-pollination over our different 
types of programming and keep records of what shows donors are coming to see.  This 
knowledge allows our staff to have a deeper relationship with frequent patrons and donors simply 
by knowing that they are in the audience and spending time with them.  

Through the generous donations of Sara Lee, Sweetwater Beer, and additional in-kind donations, 
our annual fundraiser raised 60% more than our expected goal.  Held in March of 2007, 
BaconFest included six thousand pieces of bacon, six kegs of beer, a silent auction, carnival-like 
games, and even a shopping cart ride.  Our alternative to Saturday morning cartoons, Uncle 
Grampa’s Hoo-dilly Storytime, was presented in the 2006-2007 season through the generous 
support of Target.  We have expanded the 2007-2008 season’s run to include an additional seven 
performances, thanks again to the support of Target.  

With the AEC Trust grant, we were able to increase the hours of our part-time Education Director.  
These additional hours allowed her to revamp the improv classes offered, add an Improv Kids 
Camp, and lay the groundwork for reinstating the High School Outreach Program.  Our improv 
class attendance has continued to grow, and there was such a high demand for the one week 
improv kids camp that we are adding a second week in the 2007-2008 season.  The 2007-2008 
season will also include the High School Outreach Program, a ten-week course for students in 
three schools per semester.  The continued expansion of the education and outreach programs is 
supported by a generous grant from The Community Foundation of Greater Atlanta.    

With the receipt of the Metropolitan Atlanta Arts Fund Toolbox Grant, Dad’s Garage worked with a 
Georgia Council for Nonprofits Consultant on Board Development.  Through this consulting work, 
we worked on developing a board profile for nominating, improving board diversity, and adding 
new members, while fundraising within a clear strategy that defines the role of board fundraising.  
This consulting work has continued into the 2007-2008 season, and we have already begun to 
see strategic board growth.  

Thanks to a grant from the National Endowment for the Arts, Dad’s Garage improv was able to 
travel around the state of Georgia.  During the 2006-2007 season, four Dad’s Garage ensemble 
members traveled to Dahlonega and Washington, Georgia, and provided a show and two 
workshops for the community.  The Executive Director for the Holly Theatre Company was 
especially thrilled to be able to offer the citizens of Dahlonega with a workshop opportunity 
usually only available within Atlanta, and she spoke extensively about how wonderful it was to be 
able to provide both experienced and novice artists with an opportunity for professional training 
in improv.  

In addition to all of this measurable growth in the 2006-2007 season Dad’s Garage continued to 
redefine what it means to present original works and be ensemble driven.  Our season selection 
process this year was expanded to include anyone involved in the artistic process over the past 
year.  Two weekends were held to discuss both scripted and original works.  And from that a 
season was created.



FOUNDATION, GOVERNMENT, AND CORPORATE SUPPORT

Support for Dad’s Garage is graciously provided by the following organizations:

Anchor Network SE

AirTran Airways

City of Atlanta Office of Cultural Affairs

Clements & Sweet LLP

Colonial Bank of Dunwoody

The Community Foundation of Greater Atlanta

Federated Department Stores

Fulton County Arts Council

Georgia Council for the Arts

IBM Corporation

Inman Park Neighborhood Association

Lamar, Archer & Cofrin, LLC

Laughing Matters

Metropolitan Atlanta Arts Fund

The National Endowment for the Arts

The North Highland Company

Repast Restaurant

Shaun’s Restaurant

Startime Management Group, LLC

Southern Arts Federation

Sunrise Bank of Atlanta

Target

Theatre Communications Group

Turner Broadcasting Systems

Visible, Inc.



DONORS

Support for Dad’s Garage is graciously provided by the following individuals:

Daddy Warbucks ($5,000 and above)
William C. & Margaret Balzer David H. & Christine T. Cofrin

Hot Daddy ($1,500 to $2,499)
Matt Ames Julie Rhoad Rich Tanksley

Sugar Daddy ($1,000 to $1,499)
Robert Brawner
Dirk Brown
Scott & Stacy Bryan
Jay C. Constantz
Holli Hines Easton
George Faughnan
Kathryn Farley
Matt Horgan

Brian King
Liz Lapidus
Max Leventhal
Erika Machamer
Deborah Marshall
Louis Peneguy
retromodern.com
Debi Rice

Tim & Dawn Severt
Suzanne Shaw
John Sparrow
Dana Swanson
John & Midge Sweet
Rich Tanksley
Ivan & Heather Wademan

Dad ($500 to $999)
Ken & Kathy Bernhardt, Josh & Lena Carstens, In Memorial of John D. & Hannah Parsons, Tom & 
Ann Pechar, Stephen & Kandy Rice, The Schatz Family, William F. Snyder

Dad’s Wacky Immediate Family Member ($250 to $499)
Elisabeth C. Cooper, William & Marilyn Fitzsimmons, Jeff Gladstein, Paul Goggin, 
Bridget Jones & Dinesh Goburdhun, Jane Kourkoulis, Glenda & David Minkin, 
Doyle Reynolds, Riveredge Farms LLC, Matt & Rachel Simon, Chris Smith, 
Steve & Judy Smith, Camille & Diemer Thompson, Larry Wexler, Margie & George Veneziale

Dad's Fun Loving Sibling ($100 to $249)
James Anderson, John & Lynn Ayers, Heidi Blackwell, Thomas Kaleb Blake, Bill Braswell, Susan 
Bridges, Mark & Patricia Clark, Julia Emmons, Ashley Goldsmith, 
Judson & Kathryn Graves, Chris & Susan Hadorn, Leigh Hays, David Head, George Huebsch, 
Leslye Kahn, LeRoy & Paulette Krueger, Bill & Jackie Leahy, Jessica Linden, 
Donald & Jan Mees, Ken Reichel, Travis Sharp, Charlie & Debbie Shelton, Matthew Smith, Kevin 
Spears

Dad's Super Good Buddy ($50 to $99)
John Benzinger, Judy & Jim Caponigro, Ron & Renee Carstens, Kathryn Colegrove,
Joseph & Michelle Dudar, Carrie Duncan, Tony Giarrusso, Rachel Giordano, Jen Goldin, Steve & 
Marge Hays, Lisa Hudson, Eve Krueger, Christie Lentsch, Gladys Love, 
Leonard Pallats, Terry Pechacek & Julie Fishman, Gary & Crafton Pease-Langley, 
Catherine Poley, Beth Ramsey, Jenny Reilly, Paul Robinson, Amy Slack, 
Amy & Roman Stankus, David Sterne, Katya Waldron, Beverly Walker, Evan Whitney

Organization and Individual support current as of October 13, 2007



41.84%
Ticket Sales

12.43%

Classes & Outside Jobs
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8.46%
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2006-2007 BUDGET

3.54%

Artistic Expenses

64.24%

Payroll & Contracted Labor

2.58%
Production
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2.55%
Marketing

3.82%

Insurance
1.5%

Fundraising 14.17%

Rent & Utilities

2006-2007 Income

2006-2007 Expenses

Payroll & Contracted Labor Detail



STAFF & ARTISTIC FAMILY

Staff
Kate Warner, Artistic Director 

ext. 204 • kate@dadsgarage.com
Lena Carstens, Managing Director 

ext. 202 • lena@dadsgarage.com
Linnea Frye, Marketing Director 

ext. 203 • linnea@dadsgarage.com
Lara Smith, Development Director 

ext. 208 • lara@dadsgarage.com
Olivia Narr, Front of House Manager & Bookkeeper 

ext. 201 • olivia@dadsgarage.com
Tim Stoltenberg, Improv Director & Corporate Booker

ext. 206 • tim@dadsgarage.com
Amber Nash, Education Director

ext. 205 • amber@dadsgarage.com
Jamie Warde, Technical Director 

ext. 207 • jamie@dadsgarage.com

To reach a staff member, dial 404.523.3141 and then the extensions listed above.

Ensemble Nonsemble
Chris Blair

Rene Dellefont
George Faughnan

Tommy Futch
Z Gillispie

Randy Havens
Matt Horgan
Megan Leahy
Amber Nash
Mike Schatz
Travis Sharp

Tim Stoltenberg
Dan Triandiflou
Scott Warren
Lucky Yates

Mike Brune
Jon Carr

Jenny Clark
Linnea Frye
Khari Hunt

Ryan Kellogg
Brian King
Duke Korey
Eve Krueger
Bret Love

Rueben Medina
Ed Morgan

Tom Rittenhouse
Stephen Scarborough

Spencer Stephens
Dana Swanson
Sloane Warren

Musical Improvisers
Joel Abbott
Sydney Ellis

Eric Frampton
Justin Nihiser

Design Associates
Chris Bartelski
Jamie Bullins
Oz Dillman

Melisa DuBois
Jen Lowe

Karen Parsons

Associate Artists
John Benzinger
Alison Hastings
Thomas Piper



BOARD OF DIRECTORS & ADVISORY BOARD

Board of Directors
Matthew Ames, President

BALCH & BINGHAM LLP
Jay Constantz, Immediate Past President

GEORGIA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
Julie Rhoad, Co. Vice Pres.

THE NAMES PROJECT
Erika Machamer, Secretary

VISIBLE, INC.
Scott Bryan, Treasurer

THE NORTH HIGHLAND COMPANY
Holli Hines Easton

ORIGEN CONSUMER MARKETING
Liz Lapidus, Co. Vice Pres.

LIZ LAPIDUS PUBLIC RELATIONS
Max Leventhal

ALLIANCE THEATRE
Debi Rice

JEWISH FAMILY & CAREER SERVICES OF ATLANTA
Suzanne Shaw

PENNHOUSE PRODUCTIONS, INC.
John Sparrow

ATLANTA SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
John Sweet

CLEMENTS & SWEET, PC
Larry Wexler

DELTA AIR LINES, INC. 

Advisory Board
James Anderson

CARTOON NETWORK
Bill Balzer

COMMUNITY LEADER   
Ken Bernhardt

GEORGIA STATE UNIVERSITY
David Cofrin

LAMAR, ARCHER & COFRIN, LLC
Virginia Hepner

COMMUNITY LEADER
Graham Martin

UBS
Dan Reardon

NORTH HIGHLAND COMPANY


